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CIRCULATION IN THE EXTREMITIES. By David I. Abramson. New York,
Academic Press, 1967. 557 pp. $22.50.
Dr. Abramson has in this text summarized our present knowledge of the
physiology of the circulation in the extremities of man. Since he has long
been a student of this subject, his presentation is both authoritative and
critical, with thorough bibliographic documentation and good perspective
in areas of controversy. He frequently summarizes his own conclusions
regarding conflicting data in statements which should be quite useful to
those readers who have not worked in the field.
The first section, written by Olav Thulesius of G6teborg, Sweden, deals
with general considerations of the peripheral circulation, including the
physiology of lymph flow and transcapillary fluid exchange. Following
brief descriptions and critiques of the many methods used for the study of
the extremity vessels, Dr. Abramson reviews the normal circulation of the
skin, voluntary muscle, joints and bone, and then covers the responses of
the circulation to variations of environmental temperature and body posi-
tion, and to physical effort, anoxia, the ingestion of food, pregnancy, and
aging. He concludes with a very useful section concerned with various
hormones, gases, and vasoactive drugs.
This monograph should prove to be most useful not only to those in-
terested in the basic aspects of peripheral circulatory physiology, but also
to medical students and practicing physicians concerned with problems of
peripheral vascular disease.
A. V. N. GOODYER
METHODS IN ENZYMOLOGY. Vol. IX, Carbohydrate Metabolism. Edited by
Willis A. Wood. New York, Academic Press, 1967. 777 pp. $28.00.
This volume, a continuation of a distinguished series, will be as useful as
its fellows, to those interested in the preparation and assay of enzymes.
The reactions are arranged according to type of reaction, leading to the
divisions: General Analytical and Preparative Procedures, Preparation of
Substrates, Dehydrogenases and Oxidases, Kinases and Transphosphory-
lases, Aldolases, Isomerases and Epimerase, Phosphatases, Dehydrases,
and Miscellaneous Enzymes. Within each division, the organization fol-
lows metabolic sequences as closely as possible. This plan of organization
should make the volume convenient to use.
Another special feature is the inclusion of material that deals with medi-
cal diagnosis. The interpretation of clinical results is discussed and these
chapters directly follow those dealing with more biochemical aspects of the
same enzymes.
A few slight difficulties may be presented by the failure of some authors
to include an equation for the reaction under consideration, and, very in-
frequently, the lack of presentation of the detailed procedure in this volume.
In general, however, the quality of the contributions is uniformly high.
LAURA R. LIVINGSTON
324